
Educational Highlights: Throughout my four years at the 
College, I have had the pleasure to be a part of  the Hon-
ors College, as well as the Department of  Communication, 
while maintaining a GPA above a 3.9. I studied abroad in 
Prague, Czech Republic, and Krakow, Poland, in the sum-
mer of  2013 where I studied Ethical Communication with a 
focus on the Holocaust with Dr. Westerfelhaus. I have also 
been a part of  the Department of  Communication’s 
Mentor-Protégé program and have been able to meet and 
network with various communication professionals through-
out the country, including my mentor, Tom Martin. I have 
been a part of  CisternYard Media, the College’s only stu-
dent-run media network, for four years, serving as both 
Design Editor and Managing Editor. I have also been able 
to serve the College as a Student Alumni Associate, both as 
Public Relations Chairperson and Vice President.

Research Focus or Project: This year, I completed a Bachelor’s essay with Dr. Ruth-McSwain in the 
Department of  Communication. My research focused on the book Eating Animals by Jonathan Safran 
Foer, which was the College Reads! selection in 2012. I have conducted in-depth interviews with stu-
dents in order to study the persuasive elements of  the book as well as any food-based behavioral chang-
es that may have occurred. I am hoping to draw some conclusions about the persuasive power, or lack 
thereof, of  food-based narratives.

Future Plans: I plan to return to Washington, D.C., to pursue a career with a non-profit organization. I 
hope to get a job with an organization that advocates for farm animal welfare, sustainable agriculture, or 
environmental protection. In a few years, I hope to complete a Master’s degree in Europe.
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